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Meet the lawyers, scientists, city planners, and other
creatives who are doing, making, and thinking
differently to get things done in San Diego



ARE WE A CRERTIVE CITY? DO WE THINK DIFFERENTLY AND DO COOL THINGS
THAT MOVE MARKETS AND CULTURE? WE ASKED THESE QUESTIONSTO A
HANDFUL OF SAN DIEGD INSIDERS AND THE RESOUNDING ANSWER WRS
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“YES..” WITH R CRVERT: WE DON'T OWN IT. WE DON'T CELEBRATE IT. WE DON'T 3
SUFFICIENTLY ORGANIZE DURSELVES AROUND IT. SO HERE'S OUR ATTEMPT AT ‘S
A RALLYING CRY. CRERTIVITY IS ALIVE AND WELL, HERE, IN THE FOLLOWING % ioe
PEOPLE'S LAW FIRMS, DESIGN FIRMS, RRTWORK, BUILDINGS, IDERS—AND YES, Er e

EVEN CELL PHONES AND TAX SOFTWARE.
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STACEY
PENNINGTON

URBAN PLANNER, MRKERS QUARTER

“We're young. We're nascent as a creative
place. We're still under our own radar, in a
way. It’s great because the opportunity to
make a real difference is still there and the
community is really tight.”

“We've worked tirelessly
to create a human-centered design
approach to the planning and community
engagement in the Makers Quarter.
Now with several of the blocks under
construction, it’s beyond exciting to see it
all come to fruition.”
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design studio and Lone Flag, a men's retail shop in Del Mar MAELIN LEVINE Creative director of Visual Asylum and design instructor

at San Diego City College CANDICE G RAFREL LOPEZ She's the legendary design instructor at San Diego City College; he's an award-winning illustrator who created the “Latin Music Legends” stamps for USPS

THESE LOCAL
COMPANIES WENT WRY
BEYOND THE 401(K)
AND CASURL FRIDAYS
FOR THEIR EMPLOYEE
BENEFITS.

ILLUMINA
Employees and eli-
gible family members
have access to its ge-
netic testing services
immediately when
they're hired, and at
a steep discount: The
TruGenome Predis-
position Screen well-
ness test costs $1,500
instead of $9,500,
and the TruGenome
Undiagnosed Disease
Test (which identifies
the genetic cause

of an undiagnosed
disease) is free.

ZEETO

Employees of the
downtown tech compa-
ny never have to worry
about packing (or even
buying) breakfast and
lunch, because the
company provides two
meals a day at its own
restaurant, The Ques-
tionable Exchange, on
Ninth Avenue and B
Street.

POWER
DIGITAL
MARKETING
This Old Town
marketing firm
gives its workers
unlimited paid time
off. “You simply
give your manager
a heads-up and pop
it on the calendar,”
says Amanda
Windsor, a company
spokesperson. But
employees aren’t in
permanent vacation
mode—they each
set aggressive goals
at the beginning

of the year, and if
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®RYAN SISSON
CED, MONIKER GROUP

“San Diego has an incredible amount of potential to be

a creative hub, however, we need to build it first. We're
not the right fit for those who are looking for a large,
established creative community like Brooklyn, LA, or San
Francisco—it’s not quite there yet. However, there is a
unique opportunity for local creatives to help shape the
narrative and be a part of the story San Diego is telling.”
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What’s next: “We're excited about having just opened
our new coworking space in Liberty Station called Moniker
Commons, as well as getting ready to open our cocktail
and wine bar in Moniker General at the beginning of June.
We have some other stuff in the pipeline, too, that we hope
to share with everyone soon.”

@®ARSALUN TAFAZOLI
COFOUNDER, CH PROJECTS

“I believe there are some pretty amazing people in this city who are leading the way nationally in creative fields of all
sorts, including architecture, design, beer, food, art, and life sciences (we sequenced the freaking human genome in
SD). I just don’t think we get the cred we deserve. We tend to get defined or stereotyped by our beaches and weather,
which don’t suck, but shouldn’t define us so one-dimensionally, either. So as long as you can deliver on whatever
your creative pursuits are, I think this city will embrace you and give you a home. But then again, what do I know.”

What’s next: “We're celebrating with Neighborhood’s 10 Year Anniversary Block Party, shutting down the block to commemorate with friends,
good beer, and entertainment from Talib Kweli (your favorite rapper’s favorite rapper).”

redited to his creative vision MELISSA WRLTER She’s worked on science illustrations for NASA, and her work is on displa
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